
in
 t

h
e 

b
eg

in
n

in
g

G
lu

sk
ap

, m
yt

hi
c 

he
ro

 o
f t

he
 M

i’k
m

aq
 

p
eo

p
le

, i
s 

cr
ea

te
d.

 H
is

 s
to

rie
s 

in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
rm

at
io

n 
of

 N
ew

fo
un

dl
an

d.

p
re

-c
o

n
ta

ct
M

i’k
m

aq
 in

ha
bi

te
d 

a 
va

st
 h

om
el

an
d 

ca
lle

d 
‘M

i’k
m

a’
ki

k’
 r

an
gi

ng
 fr

om
 G

as
p

é 
Pe

ni
ns

ul
a 

an
d 

Q
ue

be
c 

no
rt

h 
sh

or
e,

 t
o 

St
. P

ie
rr

e 
an

d 
M

iq
ue

lo
n,

 a
nd

 in
cl

ud
ed

 
N

ew
fo

un
dl

an
d,

 N
ew

 B
ru

ns
w

ic
k,

 M
ai

ne
, 

Pr
in

ce
 E

dw
ar

d 
Is

la
nd

, N
ov

a 
Sc

ot
ia

, C
ap

e 
Br

et
on

 Is
la

nd
, a

nd
 t

he
 M

ag
da

le
n 

Is
la

nd
s.

 
It

 is
 t

ho
ug

ht
 t

he
y 

tr
av

el
ed

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

es
e 

pl
ac

es
 in

 s
ea

 c
an

oe
s 

to
 h

un
t 

an
d 

fis
h.

 

15
00

s
Fi

rs
t 

Eu
ro

p
ea

ns
 a

rr
iv

e.
 M

i’k
m

aq
 w

ill
in

gl
y 

en
ga

ge
 in

 fu
r 

tr
ad

e.
 M

i’k
m

aq
 in

tr
od

uc
ed

 
to

 m
et

al
 w

ea
p

on
ry

 a
nd

 t
oo

ls
, b

ea
ds

, r
ib

-
b

on
s,

 t
ob

ac
co

, fl
ou

r 
an

d
 s

ug
ar

, d
is

ea
se

 
an

d 
C

at
ho

lic
is

m
.

16
00

s
75

%
 o

f M
i’k

m
aq

 d
ie

 d
ue

 t
o 

di
se

as
e.

 
Fr

en
ch

 a
nd

 E
ng

lis
h 

fig
ht

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

em
-

se
lv

es
 fo

r 
ow

ne
rs

hi
p

 o
f M

i’k
m

aq
 la

nd
s.

17
13

Tr
ea

ty
 o

f U
tr

ec
ht

. E
ng

lis
h 

ga
in

 c
on

tr
ol

 
of

 N
ew

fo
un

dl
an

d.
 M

i’k
m

aq
 le

ft
 t

o 
se

tt
le

 
or

 t
o 

ek
e 

ou
t 

a 
liv

in
g 

in
 e

ve
r-

sh
rin

ki
ng

 
fo

re
st

s.

18
00

s
M

i’k
m

aq
 le

ar
n

 w
oo

d
w

or
ki

n
g

 a
n

d
 c

on
-

ti
n

ue
 t

o 
p

ro
du

ce
 b

as
ke

ts
 a

nd
 b

ea
d 

w
or

k 
fo

r 
tr

ad
e.

 M
en

 h
ire

d 
as

 g
ui

de
s,

 lo
gg

er
s 

an
d 

m
ai

l-c
ar

rie
rs

. 

19
49

N
ew

fo
un

dl
an

d 
jo

in
s 

C
on

fe
de

ra
tio

n.
 

C
an

ad
a 

do
es

 n
ot

 t
ak

e 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

fo
r 

th
e 

N
at

iv
e 

p
eo

p
le

s 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

vi
nc

e.

19
71

N
at

iv
e 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 N

ew
fo

un
dl

an
d 

an
d 

La
br

ad
or

 fo
rm

ed
.

19
72

N
at

iv
e 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

be
co

m
es

 F
ed

er
at

io
n 

of
 N

ew
fo

un
dl

an
d 

In
di

an
s 

(F
N

I)
.

19
80

s
FN

I M
em

be
rs

hi
p

 is
 s

ix
 a

ffi
lia

te
 b

an
ds

.
FN

I b
eg

in
s 

ne
go

tia
tio

ns
 w

ith
 C

an
ad

a 
fo

r 
re

co
gn

iti
on

 u
nd

er
 t

he
 In

di
an

 A
ct

. 
FN

I c
on

du
ct

s 
ge

ne
al

og
ic

al
 s

tu
di

es
. 

19
82

C
on

ne
 R

iv
er

 M
i’k

m
aq

 a
ch

ie
ve

 e
lig

ib
ili

ty
.

19
88

FN
I s

ub
m

its
 s

el
f-

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

p
ro

p
os

al
 t

o 
D

ep
t.

 o
f N

or
th

er
n 

&
 In

di
an

 A
ffa

irs
.

19
89

FN
I a

nd
 C

hi
ef

s 
be

gi
n 

ac
tio

n 
ag

ai
ns

t 
C

an
ad

a 
to

 o
bt

ai
n 

Fe
de

ra
l R

ec
og

ni
tio

n.

19
90

-1
99

2
FN

I g
ai

ns
 t

hr
ee

 n
ew

 a
ffi

lia
te

d 
ba

nd
s.

19
92

-2
00

2 
D

ec
ad

e 
of

 u
ns

uc
ce

ss
fu

l o
n-

 a
nd

 o
ff-

ne
go

tia
tio

ns
. O

th
er

 a
ge

nd
a 

ite
m

s 
m

ov
ed

.

20
02

FN
I p

re
se

nt
s 

C
an

ad
a 

w
ith

 a
 p

ro
p

os
al

 
ca

lle
d 

th
e 

‘2
00

2 
M

i’k
m

aq
 R

eg
im

e’
.

20
03

 
C

an
ad

a 
of

fe
rs

 a
 p

ro
p

os
al

: a
 la

nd
le

ss
 

ba
nd

 if
 m

em
be

rs
 m

ee
t 

el
ig

ib
ili

ty
 c

rit
er

ia
. 

FN
I e

st
ab

lis
he

s 
ne

go
tia

tio
n 

te
am

.
	 20

04
-2

00
6 

FN
I a

nd
 C

an
ad

a 
in

 o
ffi

ci
al

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

 
re

: A
gr

ee
m

en
t-

in
-P

rin
ci

p
le

.

20
06

Te
nt

at
iv

e 
A

gr
ee

m
en

t-
in

-P
rin

ci
pl

e 
dr

af
te

d.

N
o

ve
m

b
er

 3
0,

 2
00

7
A

gr
ee

m
en

t-
in

-P
rin

ci
p

le
 in

iti
al

ed
.

M
ar

ch
 2

9,
 2

00
8

FN
I m

em
be

rs
hi

p
 r

at
ifi

es
 A

gr
ee

m
en

t-
in

-
Pr

in
ci

p
le

 w
ith

 9
0%

 v
ot

e.

Ju
n

e 
20

08
 

C
an

ad
a 

to
 r

at
ify

 A
gr

ee
m

en
t.

En
ro

lm
en

t 
p

ro
ce

ss
 b

eg
in

s.
Im

p
le

m
en

ta
tio

n 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 a
p

p
oi

nt
ed

.

Ju
ly

 2
00

8
Im

p
le

m
en

ta
tio

n 
Pl

an
 d

ev
el

op
ed

. 
En

ro
lm

en
t 

C
le

rk
s 

hi
re

d.

Se
p

te
m

b
er

 2
00

8
M

em
be

rs
hi

p
 A

p
p

lic
at

io
ns

 a
va

ila
bl

e.

N
o

ve
m

b
er

 2
00

8
En

ro
lm

en
t 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 s

tr
uc

k.
A

p
p

lic
at

io
n 

Re
vi

ew
s 

be
gi

n.

N
o

ve
m

b
er

 2
00

9
A

p
p

lic
at

io
n 

Re
vi

ew
s 

en
d.

 
Fi

rs
t 

Fo
un

di
ng

 M
em

be
rs

 L
is

t 
co

m
p

le
te

.

Sp
ri

n
g

 2
01

0
Es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
t 

of
 t

he
 

Q
al

ip
u 

M
i’k

m
aq

 F
irs

t 
N

at
io

n 
Ba

nd
.

Fa
ll 

20
10

El
ec

tio
n 

da
te

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
Q

al
ip

u 
Ba

nd
 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
an

no
un

ce
d.

Sp
ri

n
g

 2
01

1
El

ec
tio

ns
 fo

r 
th

e 
Q

al
ip

u 
Ba

nd
 e

xe
cu

tiv
e.

Sp
ri

n
g

 2
01

3
Se

co
nd

 F
ou

nd
in

g 
M

em
be

rs
 L

is
t 

co
m

p
le

te
.

16th - 19th centuriespre-contact 1949 1970s 1980s 1990s 2002-2007 2008 the future

Our history. Our success in the fight for recognition. Our future.
Newfoundland Mi’kmaq: A Timeline. 
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f e d e r a t i o n  o f  n e w f o u n d l a n d  i n d i a n s

(a little) Mi’kmaq Culture

Singing and dancing were not only a part of 
ceremonies but were also an important part of 
daily life. Dances might include imitating animals, 
re-enacting a hunt, or describing a story. Instruments 
included percussion, rattles and bone whistles. 
Dancers often wore dangles of bone or dewclaws 
that made sounds as they moved.

Myths and stories were often used to teach children 
about the world – about life and their history, 
customs and manners. They were also a means of 
communicating and entertaining each other. 

Clothing for both men and women included loin 
cloths tied to a belt at the waist. Everyone had a 
pair of leggings for warmth and protection, as well 
as a blanket-sized robe worn over the shoulders in 
winter. Each also had a set of sleeves, resembling 
two halves of a bolero jacket tied together at the 
centre back and front. Women had a second robe 
that was much like a dress. Babies were wrapped 
in soft furs and were carried on their mother’s 
back until they could walk. Moccasins were made 
of moose or seal leather. 

Ornamentation and decoration were thought to 
bring magic protection, status and power to the 
wearer. Women ground minerals, shells or charcoal, 
mixing each with fish roe or egg yolk to make 
paints of traditional colours – red, white, black, 
yellow. Sometimes blueberries were added to 
make blues and purples. Pictures of animals, birds, 
people, spirit-helpers and geometric patterns were 
painted onto robes and pouches. Porcupine quills, 
shells, bone, and feathers might also be added. 

For special occasions, both the face and hair and 
often the legs, arms and chests were painted. Every-
one painted their own designs. Men sometimes 
wore headdresses of bird wings or stiff moose hair 
dyed red. Decorated knife sheaths, pouches, and 
pipes completed the ceremonial dress.

Wikuom (wigwam) is the Mi’kmaq word for shelter. 
There were many sizes and shapes, but the most 
common was conical. They were made of birch 
saplings and covered in large sheets of birch bark. 
The bark could be removed, rolled up and carried 
when the people traveled.

– taken from The Mi’kmaq by Ruth Holmes Whitehead
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